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TAX of one billion dollars per vear
A will be levied upun the people of the

United States if the increased wage de=
mands adopted recently by the United Mine
Workers of Americn are met by the bitumi-
nous operators, in their effort to avert the
threatened nation-wide soft coal strike sched-
uled for November 1. That there is ro way
by which the long suffering public can escape
this additional assecssment, unless the miners
cnn be induced to keep their warlime azrecment
with the government, is the consensus of opinion
among those who have been attending the in-
quiry which the Sub-committee of the Scnate
has been holding in connection with the bitumi-
nous coal situation,

Festimony intraduced at this inauiry shawed
definitely that during the first six months of
this year the opcrators in the Pittshurgh This-
trict have been earning average profits at the
rate of only three per cent per vear upon their
invested capital. These operators, whose finan-
cial condilion 15 representnti of the entire
bituminous industry, told Senator Frelinghuy-

Ve

gen's Commitlee very frankly that there were
only two alternatives 1eft to them if the miners
insisted upon a wame increase that wonld donble
the cost of bituminous eoal production.  One
was to clase their mines—tlie other, to let the
consumer pay the ndditional cost.  Neither al-
ternative, they agreed, would be satisfactory to
any one,

All told there are 600,000 miners encaced
in bituminous production. Of this
400,000 work in unionized districts.

To meet the demands of these 400000 or-
ganized men, the 110.000.000 people who make
up the population of this eountry will be asked
to raise the billion g year increase that was
determined upon by the miners at the Fourth
Biennial Convention of the TTnited Mine Wark-
ers of America, leld recently in Cleveland.

The miners, who are demandine an $800

a day wage for six hours, 60 per cent increase
on all tonnage, vardage and dead work prices,
es well as time and a half for overtime, have
flatly psserted that they will tie up the bitu-
minous coal industry of the entire,country on
Novwember 1, if their demands are not met by
the operators at that time. Those in Wash-
ington who have analvzed the coal situation,
say that in taking this stand the miners nre
breaking faith with the government. For the
agreement which both the operators and miners
made with the Tuel Administration during the
first year of the war, provided that the pres-
ent contract of the miners be extended “dur-
ing the continuation of the war and not to ex-
ceed two vears from April 1, 1918.7

The operntors have interpreted the clause
“during the continuation of the war” to menn®
until the Peace Treaty with Germany is offi
cially accepted and signed and have main-
tained their wage scale accarding to the agree-
ment made with the Puel Administration.
They assert also that if the miners really be-
lieve that war conditions terminated with the
signing of the armistice, the demand for in-
creased wages would have been made shortly
thereafter. The question of increasing the
wages provided for in this agreement was con-
sidered and turped down last year by the Fuel
Administration.

Two of the miners’ demands which should
be thoroughly understood by the public be-
cause of ther effect on the entire problem of
coal production, make possible the threat of
& coal famine, at least every two years,

One of these demands xeads as follows:
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*“That all contracts in the bituminous fieli
ghall be declarid as :.|\|.'_'\ automiatically ex-
[".I’".] November 1, 1919, and at thalt ne
scctional seltloment shall be allowed and new
contracts must run concurrently for n period

of two years in ull bituminous districts under
our jurisdiction.™ -

Up to the present fime all eontracts helbwi
the operators and miners have been so arranoed
as to expire in diffcrent distriets at different
dates in Lhe spring and summer months rather
than in November, go that in ovent of there he-

cn

that all wage agreements that are negotinted
ing a disagreement and a strike, the mines
would not all be shut down at ane time nor
would strikes occur when mine operntion was

absolutely essentinl to public welfare. The

to replace existing agreements shall be bascd
on a six-hour work dav, from bank to bank, five
f]:lff.‘! per woek,!

According to the operators the “bank to

WHAT THE MIN"RS DEMAND

The final draft of the miners” wage demands presented to Lhe Fourth Biennial Con-
v:ﬁnliou of the United Mine Workers of America at Cleveland, includes $8.00 a day for
six hours; 60 per cent incrense on all tonnage, yardage and dead work prices: time and
a half for overtime, which would net $12.00 to the man working eight hours: nbelishment
X of double shift work; climination of the avtomatic penalty clause, and establishment of

weekly paydays.

The more important of their demands moy be summarized as follows:

ONE.—A 60 per cent increase to be applicale to all classifications of day labor
and to all tonnage, yardage and dead work rutes throughout the central competitive feld.

TWO.—Al wage agrcements to be based on a six-hour work day, from bank to
bank, five days per weck.

THREE.—All doy labor to be paid time and a half for overtime and double time
for all work done on Sundays and legal holidays.

FOUR.—That all contracts shall be declared as having automatically expired
November 1, 1919, and at that no sectional scttlement shall be allowed and new contracts

must run concurrently for a period of two years in all bituminous districts under our
Jjurisdiction.

FIVE.—That in cvent a satisfactory wage agreement is not secured for the central
competitive ficld before November 1, 1919, to replace the one now in effect, that the
international officials be authorized to and are hereby instructed to call a general strike
of all bituminous miners and mine workers throughout the Unitéd States, the same to
become effdctive November 1, 1919.

miners have taken the stand apparently, how-
ever, that a strike at the beginning of winter
would be more effective than in April, becaunse
it would produce immediate discomfort and suf-
fering upon the part of the public.

The other demand of the miners that is gen-
erally conceded to nccentuate rather than de-
crease the danger of a coal famine this win-
ter, concerns the six-hour work day and the
five-day work week. It reads:

“We recommend that this convention demand

bank” clause means that the average minct
will work only about five hours per day, as in
most mines it takes him on an average of half
an hour from the time he enters the mine mouth
until he actually starts to work, and a similar
period from the time he stops work until he
leaves the mine.

The miners take the stand that the “six-
hour day” and “five-day week,” are nccessary
in order to assure regular work to all the men
in the various mining districts. With the eight-
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hour dav they allege that at seme of the mines
a portion of the mining population is fre-
quently left unemploved for days at a str tch.

Tlie operators challenge this attitude of the
miners nnd predict that f granted it will be
followed up next year with a demand for still
Thev nssert further, that with
coal production in this country this year al-

shorter hours,

ready a hundred million tons behind that of
last year, a coal famine will be inevitable this
winter, if the sis-hour day and fve-day week
demands are granted. That incrensed produe-
tion this vear is an ahsolute neeessity is con-
ceded by all the Sennte
Sub-Cammittee's inquiry inta the soft cnal sit-
uation. Tt has heen testified tn at this hearing
that not only the United Siates faces a conl

wlha have followed

famine, due to car shortage. and lahor trouhle.
but that the entire world is short of fuel
This latter fact was testified ta hy a repre
sentative of the [Tnited States Shipping Board.
who stated that we would not only have to
supply our awn needs this veat, but send up-
wards of thirty million tons of coal nbroad
to help meet the menacing shortages which now
exist in France, Ttaly and other European
countries.

One needs little imagination to picture what
will happen in the United States this winter,
if the United Mine Workers of Ameriea make
good their threst to call a strike of the bitu-
minors miners on November 1. For coal is one
of the necessities of everyday life. Without it,
homes, apartment houses, hotels and other
dwelling places cannot be heated; fac torics and
mills cannot be operated, nor public utilities
be made to function.

Owing to the lack of storage facilities there
is scarcely a city or town in the United States
which would not suffer from the ecold. f a
nation-wide strike in the bituminous field. .
called this winter and extended over a puwriod
of weeks. It is true that some communitics
convenient to the districts which are not union-
ized and where mining operations might net
cense, would suffer_ little inconvenicnce. Dut
as a nation-wide strike would produce a cur-
tailment of between twentv-five millions and
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thirty million tons a menth, out of a normal
montlily production of from forty million te §
[orty-1we million tons, it can be secn how fap

hing the offects would be,
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neither its industrisl nor domestic consumers §
have more than two-thirds of the coal they
need. It is estimated that a nation-wide strike §
would result in the shutting down of most of
the mills and factories in the New Eng]anlil
This condi-
hold true in virtually all thickly
nopulated districts and the larger cities, Pab-
lic utilitics in all parts of the country have
made an effort to prepare for a possible coal
famine this year, but as their coal consumption
is greal, and their storage facilities compara-
tively small, even they waould be forced to.close
-im'-:.n.' it 15 believed, if coal production were
to cease for more than a fow weeks. This would =
mean that traction companics and lighting'8
companies in w.l parts of the country, would
be put practically out of business, with result- A
ant discomfort to the public at large.

At the headquarters of the National Coal W
Assoeiation in Washington, it was stated re UK
cently that every effort was licing made to in-
crease production. Tt was frankly admitted
there, liowever, that if the miners insisted upon 3
their inceased wage demands being grnnfﬂla -
the increased cost of production would have to
be borne by the consumer as the present ﬂ_”t .
of coal at the mine mouths could not be main:
tained. :

“The increased cost of producing coal which
the miners’ demands would entail will aggri's*‘“
about a billion dollars a year,” said Mr. J.-D- :
A. Morrow, Vice-President of the orgsm_ﬂ'
tion. “Reports from the Pittsburgh Districh
which is typical of the industry as 8 whole,
show that the average cost of prodll"»‘tion pee g
ton in 1018, was £2.06. The average pri®
that was realized per ton during the same yesh §
and that includes shipments on contracts &0
everything, was $2.48, showing an arersg:
gross margin in cents per ton of 42 cents, o0
of which bond interest and excess profits taxe
had to come. If the whole 42 cents per bt
had been clear, it would have yiclded
return on the capital invested of Onl."‘ﬁ"s e
cent for that year. This year there will be 00
such profit. The reports show that for the si
months ending June 80, 1919, the averagt
per ton a0

1
States within a couple of weeks,

production cost was $2.05 :
average price realized per ton only 3'2:*4. b
a word, there was an average profit 18 ﬂnn
per ton, of 19 cents, and an average rclumfzr
the capital invested of just a1 per cr:-nt ¥
 very huzardous business, with all the risks
mine fires, explosions, rock falls, squeczes; -etd
“Prices at the mine mouth have dcr,li:n“
since the signing of the armistice an :"
been lower this year than they were lust ¥
under government control and profits
1f the miners S4¢
ast of prndurhoﬂa
ay the hilk :]:Ilﬂ
m novw.
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shrunk to the minimum.
in forcing a doubling of the ¢
however, the consumers must p
industry itsclf is down to rock botto



